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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A data structure configured as an interface definition of a message format ah 
particular eCommerce transaction type, comprising: / 

protocol information identifying a protocol and the particular eCommerce 
transaction type; / 

request data format information identifying a request message/ormat for the 
particular eCommerce transaction type, wherein the request mess^e format 
comprises a plurality of input fields; and / 

input field information identifying at least a portion of Ine plurality of input 
fields. / 

2. The data structure of claim 1 , wherein the \x\mx\ field information identifies a 
physical location of each input field of at least ther Dortion of the plurality of input 
fields. / 

3. The data structure of claim 1 , wherein the protocol is selected from the group 
comprising cXML and mXML. / 

4. The data structure of clain/l , wherein the transaction type is a purchase 
order. 

5. The data structure 
of input fields identified w 
input fields. / 

6. The data sttijcture of claim 1 , wherein the plurality of input fields includes input 
fields for at leasytwo different request types and wherein the input field information 
represents only a first request type. 



claim 1 , wherein a total number of fields of the plurality 
' the input field information is less than all of the plurality of 
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7. The data structure of claim 1 , wherein the protocol information fur^r 
identifies a sub-transaction type. 

8. The data structure of claim 1 , wherein the eCommerce tra|?(^action type is 
selected from a group comprising of a purchase order, a chanoe purchase order, a 
remote catalog shopping request, an invoice request and a popping basket content 
request. 
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9. The data structure of claim 1 , wherein the input/field information comprises a 
corresponding input field corresponding to each fieyof the portion of the plurality of 
input fields. 

1 0. The data structure of claim 9, wherein yhame of at least one field of the 
portion of the plurality of input fields is differomt than a name of the corresponding 
input field corresponding to the at least orre field. 

1 1 . The data structure of claim 1 , further comprising: 

response data format information identifying a response message format for 
the particular eCommerce transaction type, wherein the response message format 
comprises a plurality of output fielGis; and 

output field information id/ntifying at least a portion of the plurality of output 

fields. 



,1 2. The data structure oyclaim 1 1 , wherein a total number of fields of the plurality 
of output fields identified ^the output field information is less than all of the plurality 
of output fields. 

1 3. The data struc/ure of claim 1 1 , wherein the plurality of output fields includes 
output fields for at least two different request types and wherein the output field 
information represents only a first request type. 

14. The data/structure of claim 1 , wherein the input field information and the 
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output field information is configured for mapping to an application access methpd^ 
wherein the application access method is configured to describe an interface/llo an 
application. / 

15. The data structure of claim 14, wherein the application access/method is 
selected from a program call access method, a java access methoci and a queue 
application access method. / 

16. A data structure configured as an interface definition/of a request message 
format and a response message format of a particular eOommerce transaction type, 
comprising: / 

protocol information identifying a protocol ancKa transaction type; 

request data format information identifyingytne request message format, 
wherein the request message format comprises^ plurality of input fields; and 

input field information identifying at least a portion of the plurality of input 
fields, wherein the plurality of input fields incudes input fields for at least two different 
request types and wherein the input field information represents only a first request 
type; / 

response data format information identifying a response message format, 
wherein the response message fornaat comprises a plurality of output fields; and 

output field information identifying at least a portion of the plurality of output 
fields, wherein the plurality of oyiput fields includes output fields for the at least two 
different request types and whierein the output field information represents only the 
first request type. / 

17. The data structure of claim 1 , wherein the transaction type is a purchase 
order. / 

18. The data stmcture of claim 1 , wherein the input field information identifies a 
physical location p\ each input field of at least the portion of the plurality of input 
fields in the reqwest message format and the output field information identifies a 
physical locatLon of each output field of at least the portion of the plurality of output 
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fields in the response message format. 



1 9. Tlie data structure of claim 1 , wherein the input field information and^e 
output field Information is configured for mapping to an application a^g^ss method, 
wherein the application access method is configured to (iescrj^erm\ interface to an 
application configured to process the particular eComnrj^Kie transaction type. 
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20. The data structure of claim 1 , wh^tetfi the input field information comprises a 
corresponding input field corresDOfding to each field of the portion of the plurality of 
input fields and wherein tlje-i^utput field information comprises a corresponding 
output field corresponding to each field of the portion of the plurality of output fields. 
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